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TRUE CHRISTIAN. 
CCC 


E is one, who is not only called 
a Chriſtian, but is in Truth and 
Reality ſuch: For a Chriſtian hath his 
Name originally from CHRIST, which 
denoteth a Man that belongs to CHRIST, 
and is in the bleſſed Number of his true 
and faithful Difciples, belreving in Him 
with his whole Heart, putting an entire 
Truſt and Confidence in Him alone, and 
follewing bis holy Example, out of pure 
and fincere Love and Affection to Him. 
He is one who'is truly born again, and 
not only profeſſes the Doctrine of CRIST, 
but endeavours to live as He lived, and 
to have the ſame Mind and Temper that 
was in Him. | 
He acts upon the ſame great Principle 
of an unſeen everlaſting Glory, which 
| = 2 makes 


pn des nes fulfil the Will of the Fleſh. 
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wy him walk by Fuitbh, and not S 
Sight: For the Grace of Go, which 
brings Salvation, hath appear'd unto him, 
teaching him to deny all Urgodbneſs and 
vorldly Lufts, and to lie ſoberly, righ- 
" Feoufly and godly in this preſent World; 
which makes him to-neglect all Things, 
rather than the great Concern of his 1 im- 
mortal Soul. 

He being rien with Canby, ſets his 
Affections on Things above, and not on 
Things below; for where the Treaſure is, 
| there will the Heart be alſo. 

He walks in the Se1rIT, and-there- 


| He is made a New Creature with 
 CHR1sT, and is paſt from Death to Lite, 
from the Power of Satan unto Gor. 
He is transform'd from the World by 
the renewing of his Mind, which makes 
him act according to the Sr IRI of God, Vs 
He goes from the Shadow to the Sul. 
tance; from the Form, to the Power , 
of Godlineſs; and from the Netional, to 

the Practical Belief of the Goſpel. * 

Hie believes the Word of Gop, as re-. 

vealed in the holy Scriptures, and enden 
vours with David, to make it a Lan 
thorn to his Feet, a Light unto his Paths 
1* the Rule of his Ts . 


True Cbriſtiun. 5 
For He knows that the Scriptures muſt 
and will be fulfilled; and thoſe that will 
ſerve their Maker, muſt do it through 
good Report and evil Report; for as Gold 
is tried in the Fire, ſo are acceptable Men 
in the Furnace of Adverſity. 
His great Care is, not to be aſhamed 
of CHRIST and his Goſpel, which makes 
him courageous without Hypocriſy. 
He acts upon the Principle of Divine 
Love; in fo doing he overcomes the 
3 Temptations to Sin, which ariſe from the 
vicious Cuſtoms of the Place he lives in. 
-| _ AſoundFaith, cloath'd withCurisT's | 
| Righteouſneks, is hisbeſt Divinity; a good 
h Conſcience, his chief Pleaſure; and Tem- 
e, perance, his great Delight. 

He hath an holy Faith, inſeparably « con- 
by 72in'd to Holineſs of V Life; for He knows 
chat whoſoever pretends to the one, with- 
0. out the other, has neither. 
ub- He knows, that except a Man be in- 
wer wardly chang” d and purified in CHRIST, 
OF his being outwardly fair, honeſt and ci- 

 vilized, will not fave him) © 
il He loves Gop as his chief Good; 
der for he knows that all Good proceeds 
anf from Him. 
at He truly ſeeks the Kingdom of Gon 


and his Righteouſneſs, being always af- 
1 Ng 
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1 fected with the Love of Gop 4 in CR 187 
Ir sus, whoſe Service is perfect Freedom. 
He els the Favour of Gop, which 


18 better than Life, and the CHA. 


cations of his Spirit more than worldly 


Treaſure. 
He loves Gop, Per God firſt lov- 


ed him, and this Cord of Love binds 
him to his Duty. 


As CurisT was faithful i in doing the 


Will of his Father; ſo is he in the Diſ- 
charge of his Duty in his Station and 


Relation. 

Ile is faithful in good Works without 
Preſumption, and fearful without Deſpair. 
He endeavours as his bleſſed LORD 


did, to do the Will of his Father which 


is in Heaven, without raiſing Scruples 
and Ob; eckions, and thews his Love to his 
dear S iour , by keeping his Commandments. 
He often calls to mind, that Gop has 


a Watch over him Day and. Night: This 


makes him fearful to offend Him, and 


eareful to pleaſe Him; knowing, that 


he does all Things in the Si ht of a Judge 
who ſees all Things. * 


He endeavours cba to walk 
with Gop, and to have his Converſation 
in Heaven; ſo that in the Midſt of Com- 


| pany, and 1 in his Converſe — 


he 


pr re — — 


Vue Chriſſian. 7 
he often lifteth up his Mind i in boly E- 
cue to Heaven. 5 

He walks in a lively Senſe of Gov' 8 
Omniſeience, and Omnipreſence, and 
prefers the Will and Favour of God be- 
fore that of Men. 

He endeavours that his Prayers may 
be as frequent as his Wants, and his 
Thankſgiumgs as his Bleſſings. 

To advance the Glory of his Maker, 
is the very Centre of all his Actions; and 
the doing his Will, the very Joy of his 
Soul; and the endeavouring to convert . 
Souls, is his great Delight. 

As his Love is wholly fixed upon Gon, 
which is an infinite Good; ſo his Hatred 
has no other Object but Sin, which is an 
infinite Evil. 


The Virtubous are EN only proper 
Gueſts, which makes him a Companion 


of thoſe that love Gov, and his 3 
is among the Saints. 

He ftrives more to be grave and mo- 
deft, than to have the Noni of be- 
ing counted 27tty. 

He is not only dis of his Time, but 
of his Company too; and takes more Care 
to know himſelf, than to know others. 

He abhors the Thought of andermin- 


ing his Neighbour, or cheating the igno- 
_ - 


— 
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| + rat? Ew 2 Malice he ſtrives to be f 


a Stranger to. 
He follows not the Opinion: or aum. 
ple of the worlt, but of che beſt Chri- 
ſlians. 31 
He is ſuch a good Huſband of his Time 
as to improve it in doing Good to himſelf 
and others; for he ſees the moſt buſy 
Man muſt find a Time to die, tho' he 
will not find a Time to prepare for it. 
He does not frequent Stage-Plays, nor 
8 Shows; for he knows that the 
Way of Gop is not to be found on the 
Devil's Ground 
He cheerfully reſigns his Will to the 
Divine Will of his Father who is in 
Heaven; for he knows that all Things 
come by his Divine Permiſſion. 
le endeavours to learn the Art of 
Self- Reſignation, and in all Trials and 
Afflictions ſubmits to the Wiſdom of his 
Maker. | 
Ne is pleaſed with 2 he does at 
5 preſent enjoy, and the Time to come he 
commits to the Providence of Gop, and 
13 minds the Diſcharge of the preſent 
| ty. 

He learns to be happy in every Place; 
and tho! he is pleaſed when they cry out 
. Ho ks to the BD yet he will not 

: —— 


a ®. 


bim; crucify bim! 


2 Aa 


forfake ab W they cry out, Gulf 


He is with him upon Mount Tabor, 


and goes with him to Golgotha too. 


He knows how to abound without 


Pride, and to be 1 in Want without Mur- 


muring. 


He loves his Neighhoue as himſelf; in 


ſo doing he does as he would be done by. 


As the Holy Jesvs did bear with the 
Weak, ſo he ſtrives to be tender-hearted, 
r and courteous to all, more ef} pe- 


cially to the Poor and N eedy. 


He does not only to the beſt of his 


Power, ceaſe from doing Evil; but /{ugzes 


to do all the Goad he can. 
He does Good for Evil, and never re- 


compences Sin for Sin. 
And as CHRIST ſpent himſelf, for the 


| Good of Mankind; ſo he is ncalins for 
the Service of Gop, and does not let 
 Lukewarmneſs lacken the Activity of his 


Soul. | 
He walks about doing Good, and the 


Hwy and Contempts of Men cannot 


make him weary of being /{r:&ly Con- 
' ſeientious. 


He pardons others, knowing that he 
daily offends himſelf; and endeavours to 
keep himſelf from offending, by ſetting: 
Gop always before bim. | 


ea 


le viſits the Fatherle efs and Wi deres in 
their Aictions, and keeps himſelf un- 
ſpotted from the World. 

His great Pleaſure is, to deſpiſe Plea- 
fure, and in doing Good is his great and 
only Delight. 

He gives Alms purely for Charity, and 
not for Praiſe: And though he faſts, 
tis not to be thought Religious, but to 
bridle his Paſſions and Luſts. 
He labours to make Peace among dif- 

fering Neighbours, and as much as in 
him lies, lives peaceably with all Men. 

By his Converſation he edifies others, 
and endeavours to preſerve them from 
Sin and Deſtruction. N 

He labours to be as publickly Pious 6 
and Virtuous in the diſcountenancing of 
Vice, as other Men are in the open com- 
mitting of it. ; 
le values more to be a faithful Infor- 
mer againſt Vice, than a baſe Conniver 
at it. 

And as Men are not aſhamed to Swear, 
and prophane the Name of our great and 
good Gop; ſo he is not aſhamed to in- 

form the Magiſtrate = AS | 
le knows a nerciful Severity becomes 
a Christian, to reſtrain the unruly from 
undoing themſelves; for by executing of 
: * the Plague ceaſed. He 
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"Ha: 18 grieved to ſee Men ſo far Ser- 
wants of the Devil, as to break the Laws 
of Gop and the Nation; and he ſhews 
himſelf to be the Servant of Gop, by 
vindicating his Name, his Laws, and the 
wholſome Laws of the Kingdom. 

He does not only pray, that Mag!/- 
trates may miniſter Fuſtice in the Puniſh- 
ment of Wickedneſs and Vice, but gives 
them Information of the Committers of 
it; without which he knows they can- 
notal ways do it. 

He ſees what Pains ungodly Men take 
to.get to Hell, and does what in him lies 
to reſtrain them from it. 

He turns his Anger into Severity againſt 
himſelf, and a — Zeal for the Good 
of others. 

He hath an Eye to the Pattern his 
dying LoRD : hath ſet, and is not vain 
and fool:ſb in his Talk and Converſation. 
He avoids all zdle Jets and vain Com- 
plements; and his Converſation is ſuch as 
becomes the Goſpel of Curtis. 
He endeavours that all his Communi- 
cation with others may be innocent and 
profitable, and his private Retirement | is 
devout and heavenly. 

He makes another Man's F aults a Leſ- 
ſon for him to avoid them: in ſo ys 

0 


\ 
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he imitates Bees, which ſuck pay: from 
Linking Flowers. 

Solomen's Idolatry makes: him ſuſpect 
his Own Wiſdom, and Nebuchudnexgar's 
Pride makes him loath that Vice. 

David s Adultery makes him take Heed 
leſt he ſhould fall, and Beſſbaa gans Lux- 
ury makes him ſhun Intemperance. 

Judas s Covetouſneſs makes him libe- 
ral to his Power, and his L Deſpair makes 
him ſhun the Sin that cauſed it. 

When he meets with a good Man of 
greater Virtues than himſelf, he longs to 
attain to the ſame Degree of Virtue and 
Temper. A 

This makes bim have! the Meekneſ 
and Zeal of Moſes, the Faith of Abro- 
Pam, and the Simplicity of Jacob. 

He follows eſeph in his Chaſtity, and 
the Reſolution of Tous to ſerve the | 
Lord. _ 

He admires the Love and Candour of 
| St. Paul, the Sincerity of Nathanael, and 

the Alms and Prayers of Cornelius; the 
Fervency of St. Peter, and the religious 
and even Spirit of David; and crc 
vours to intimate them. | 

He ſtrives to have the Patience and 
Contentedneſs of Fob, the Conſtancy of 
Spadrach, Meſhech' and Abednego, ih. 

Ft Fiaith- 
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Faithfulneſs - of Samuel, and the holy 
Converſation of Enoch. 

He has the Guard of a holy Diſcipline 
over his Deſires and Actions, and with 
Reaſon ſtrives to rule the whole Man. 

- - He conſiders ſeriouſly, and reſolves de- 
liberately. 

He ſpeaks gravely, and loves un- 
feignedly. 

He prays devoutly, and repents ſin- 
cerely. 

He ſtrives to dh the Work of Gop 
faithfully, and to practiſe it conſtantly. 

He looks to his Thoughts before they 
come into 'Defire, and does not cheriſh 
that in Thought, at which he may bluſh | 
in Words. 

He does not catch at every litte Of- 
fence; nor fooliſhly give way to Anger. 

He does not ſharpen the Injuries that 
are offered him, by a peeviſh and re- 
vengeful Reſentment of them: 

Nor add the Smart of a fretful Impa- 
tience, to the Sufferings that befall him. 
He endeavours to think before he 
ſpeaks, and to keep the Door of his Lips, 
that he offend not with his Tongue. 

He is never ſuddenly moved at any 


Thing that happens to him; which makes 
B him 
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him cheerful in his Station. Lk ant 
tion. 

He knows 3 to be cement, is to 8 
rich; and theſe are the Ricbes he is im- 
portunate with God to beſtow upon him. 

He envies the Happineſs of none, be- 
| cauſe he is contented with his own. 

He endeavours to have his Mind above 
the Clouds, where Diſcontent cannot 
reach it. | 

He runs ; with Paticnne the Rove that 
is ſet before him, looking unto  Jesvs 
the Author and F iniſher of his Faith, and 
ſtrives to imitate him. 

He loves that the Will of his heavenly 
F ather ſhould be done; in ſo doing he 
makes Adverſity tolerable, Humility his 
Sanctuary, and the Mortification of his 
Paſſions his daily Exerciſe. 

; He is friendly to his Equals, humble 
to Superiors, courteous to all, loving to 
hisFriends, and charitable to his Enemies. 

As his Lok p and Maſter was humble; 
ſo doth he endeavour to make Meekneſs 
and Humility the Rule of all his Actions. 

He looks upon every Day as loſt in 
which he hath not advanced a Step to- 
wards Heaven; and ſtrives to be daily) 
potter than he is. 

He 
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He Hegins every Day with Gop's 
Worſhip, continues it in his Fear, fo that 
he may end it in his Favour. 

He cheerfully denies himſelf and his 
own Ends for CHRIST; which makes 
him in all his Actions have reſpect unto 
the End. | 

He never heightens his W ants, by 
| pining at another's Fullneſs. 

As CHRIST Jesus did deſpiſe the 
World fo doth he 4% that is in the 
World, the Luſt of the Fleſh, the Luſt 
of the Eye, and the Pride of Life. 

He is not affected with the Pomps and 
Vanities of the World, knowing that the 
Friendſhip of the Wrld is Enmity to 
Gon. 

His Kingdom 1s not of this Warld, | 
which makes him in good Earneſt to 
ſeek one that is fo come. 

He converſes with the Men of the 
World, without ſetting his Heart upon . 

He is induſtrious in the World, 
does not ſuffer the World to engrof: Nis 
Affections. 

He provides for his Family, eats and 
drinks in the World, yet does not par- 
ticipate of the Sins of the World. | 
He trades and trafficks in the World, 


ue is free from the Spirit of the World. 
B2 He 
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He prudently contrives his Bufineſs in 


the World, and yet is a Stranger to the 


Wiſdom of the World. 


He ſtrives to live in the World, yet fo 
as not to hinder his arriving to a holy 


* Contempt of it. 


He does not boaſt of the Greatneſs of 


his' Family; but rejoices in having the 


Saviour of the World for his Eides Bro- 


ther, whereby he can cry, Abba Pather ! 


And while others delight i in the Great- 


eſs of their Rzches, he delights in his 
Title to the Tree of Life. 


He does not ſo much mind what the 
World ſaith 2w:thout, as to have his Con- 


ſeience innocent and clear within. 
He values more to be Good than Great, 


and prefers the publick Good before his 


own private Advantage. 

And tho' he lives in the World, yet 
he endeavours to die daily to bimſelf and 
to his Vices; and ſtrives to be ſuch a one 
in his Life, as he wiſhes to be found at 

his Death, 


He does not let great Men. 3 


his Conſerence being blind to Bribes. He 


is juſt to Poor and Rich, and fears G0 


more than Man. 
His Way of Revenge, is to - forget and 
8 in ſo he _— up divine 
Love. The 
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The Senſe of his own Weakneſs and In- 
rmities makes him often pray to be 
clothed with the whole Armour of Gop; 
whereby he may quench the fiery Darts 
of the Devil, 

He often mourns in ſecret tò ſee ſs 
many Chriſtians by Name, Infidels in 
Practice; fo many hardned in Sin, and 
nat to fee It. 

His Religion is not ſo much in Nov 
ledge, as in Practice; for he knows to 
fin againſt Conſcience, is to Sin againſt a 
laſting Witneſs. 

Hi is Repentance daily bewails what his 
Watchfulneſs cannot prevent, without 
putting it off till To-morrow. 

He knows himſelf ſubject to many 
Failings, which keeps him from cenſur- 

ing others; and where he ſees a Fault in 
another, he endeavours. to avoid it in 
himſelf. | 

If he meets with a Perſon deform'd, 
or ſubject to Infirmities, he does not de- 
ride them; but blefles Gop that he hath 
no Occafion to grieve for them in him- 

felf. 
Hie knows the Beſt do err, and the 
Wiſeſt are deceived, which leaves no 
room for Merit in him; or Boaſting of 


his own Judgment. 
1 3 | HE. 8 
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His own Errors teach him Wiſdem, 


and by. Repentance he makes even his 


Fall his Riſe. 

He knows Virtue ſtands in Need of 

Nothing, which makes him Place his 
chief Delight in that. 

He values no Man, becauſe he is of 
this or that Opinion; but eſteems every 
one that walks virtuouſly according to 
the Maxims of Picty, Juſtice, and the 
| Doctrine of CyRIsT. : 

For he places Religion in the 3 
Practice of; it, knowing that the Deſign 
of Chriſtianity is to make Men good, 
and become conformable to the Goſpel 
Rule; and where it has not his Effect, 

tis a ſure Sign that a Man is of none. 

He keeps the Unity of the Spirit in 
the Bond of Peace, ſo diſſents not from 


the National Church, wherein he may 
communicate without Sin; yet is not ſo 


abſurd as to think, that CHRIST died 
only for his or that Sect, as if Heaven 
were to be ſtock' d out of one particular 


Church; for he very well knows, a had 


Man can be ſaved in none. 

He knows that the ſureſt Way to or 
vance the true Intereſt of our Holy Re- 
ligion, is to be poſſeſt with a Spirit of 
* unbyas d Love, which pre- 


ſerves 
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ſerves him from that contracted, narrow 

Spirit of Partiality and Selfiſhneſs, which 
is fo deſtructive to Divine Love and 
Charity. 

He endeavours to "he that 1 
which he would have others think him 
to be; that ſo he may be an Mraelite in- 
deed, in whom there is no Guile, 

He does not comply with the ſinful 
Cuſtom of the Place he lives.in, yet is 
far from being moroſe or lurly to thoſe 
that are about him. 
He does not let his Paſſions byaſs his 
Affections, nor his Love to any Perſon 
produce a falſe Judgment againſt Right | 
and Juſtice, 

He knows either Love.or Hatred have 
too great a Sway on moſt Men's Affec- 
tions and Paſſions, which makes him 
make Gop the chief Object of his Love, 
and Sin the only Object of his Hatred. 

He endeavours more and more to put 
off the Old Man, which is corrupt, ac- 
cording to the deceitful Luſts, and to put 
on the New Man, which, after God, is 
created in Nighrecufnef and true Holi- 
4. 

He carries a ſerious Mind with him to 
the u of Gop, that he may be a 
Deer 
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Dyer of the Word, and not a Hearer 
only. 
Here hecalls in his ſcatter'd Thoughts, 
and unites them to the Moſt High Gop; 
ſo that during his Service, and hearing 
his Word, he neither bows, laughs, nor 
zalks to his Fellow- creatures; but is care- 
ful to avoid thoſe f Cuſtoms ro much 
us'd in the Worſhip of the Creator. 


He reſts not in the Meant, but endea. 


fad to attain the End, that thoſe reli- 
gious Exerciſes may have their full and 
proper Effect, in order to the renewing 


of his Nature, and the reforming of his 


Life, that ſo he may be ſanctified and 
made holy, through Faith which is in 


CRT Jesvs. 
He ſtrives to ſpend the Loxv's Day 


in Publick and Private, to the Glory of 


his Maker, and endeavours carefully to 
avoid receiving or paying impertinent and 
unneceſſary V7 2 on that holy Day. 

He is a conſtant Frequenter of the 
LeRD's Supper, which keeps up in him 
a true Spirit of Devotion and Love to his 
dying Lorp. 
le is conſtant in his Duties in all the 
Changes of his Life, and in fo doing 
faithfully diſcharges the Duties of his ſe- 


veral Relations, Callings and Conditions. 
As 


dy. mw. do ae 
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As a Magiſtrate or Superior, he go- 
verns with Faithfulneſs and Juſtice, and 
is ever ready to encourage Virtue, and 
diſcountenance Vice; to protect the In- 
nocent, and puniſh the Guilty. 

As a Subject, he is affectionately loyal, 
not only for Wrath, but for Conſcience 
ſake, and makes the Laws of the Land, 
in Subordination to thoſe of Gop, the | 
Rules of his Obedience. 5 

As a Miniſter, he is more concerned 
for Men's Souls, than for a Maintenance 
io himſelf; in ſo doing he lets his Flock 
Ie, by his own Example, the Way to 
Heaven. | 
As a Father, he takes more Care to 
make his Children good, than Great; 
and 1s more concerned for their Souls, 
than for their Bodies. 

As a Maſter, he ſhews a good Exam- 
ple to his Family, and is kind and juſt 
to his Servants, knowing that he him 
ſelf hath a Maſter in Heaven. 

As a Huſband and Wife, their mutual 
Love is fincere and conſtant, that with 
united Force they may preſs towards the 
Mark of Eternal Glory, and by their Ex- 
7 ample teach their Children and Servants. 
. As a Servant, he is Obedient, Faith- 
ful and 1 in his Buſineſs, ſo that he 
8. may 
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may adorn the Doctrine of Gop our Sa- 


viour in all Things. 

As a Believer, he has renounced the 
hidden Things of Shame, and deſireth 
nothing more than to commend himſelf 
unto every Man's Conſcience in the 
Sight of Gop. 15 | 
He is convinced, That FAITH ti: 


the Eye of the New-born Soul, which 
ſeeth Him who is inviſible : That Life 


and Immortality being brought to Light 
by the Goſpel, he ſeeth the Light of 
the Glory of Gop in the Face of IEsus 
CHRIST; and beholdeth what manner 
of Love it is which the Father hath be- 
ſtow'd upon thoſe that turn unto Him, 
that they ſhould be called the Sons of 
Gop. 

He knoweth that the Hpiritual Man 
diſcerneth the Things of Gor; that the 
Ear of the Soul gathers in the glorious 


Sound of, Son, thy Sins are forgiven 


thee; that in this Lite, even in the Days 
of his Fleſh, he not only taſtes the good 
Word, and the Powers of the World 
to come; but alſo perceives through the 
Power of the Higheſt over-ſhadowing him, 
both the Exiſtence and Preſence of Him 
who ſpreadetly the Heavens like a Cur- 
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tain, wo « on the Wings of mighty 
“ Winds comes flying all abroad.“ 
He conſiders, thro all thoſe glorious 


Advantages, what is good and acceptable 


and well-pleaſing in the Sight of Gop ; 
and to ſum up all, That the Religion of 
Gop and his CuIsT, is that of Love, 
which having its Seat in the Heart, in the 
inmoſt Soul, ſpringeth forth in all Inno- 
cence and every kind of Beneficence, 
bearing down all before it, and ſpread- 
ing Virtue and all the other Fruits of the 
Spirit all around it. 

He knows, that in loving Gor he 


muſt love his Neighbour alſo: That 


it is his Duty to do all he can to bring 


Souls to Gop; to teach them the Way 


to Heaven thro' the Blood of the Croſs; 


to perſuade them to cry unto Gop, that 
thro' the Merits of his precious Blood, 

they might be deliver'd from the Anguiſſi 
of a wounded Spirit, from Sorrow of 
Heart, from the Guilt and Horror of 
din, and from everlaſting Damnation, 
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